
All the dirt you need to know...and a lot more!               June 2011 

���������	�
��
��� �

�����	�����
�����������������������	�
����������������	�����
��������������������
�����	�����������	�����
�������� ������������
!����������
���������!������
�����	��"��������� ��
�����
��������#�$�
������$��	��"��������� ��
���%������&��
������
�����������������
������������#��������'��	�
(����������
�������$#����
������
)���	���������������	�����
���*� ����#��	��������

�
*��	���*�+�����,	�����������--��
�

��"�����%�.������
/��������
�
������
��$# �

�� �%���!�#������
�
�����������������
������������
���"������.�����0"����1����
2�����������
�����������		��
�121���3�4�4��
����#�"��5�67����88���998�
�
���
��������������
���������	�
�'�� '��.�� 
�-���� �#�� "��������
������"� ��� ��	��� ��� �$$���� ���
�#�������#:���	�������-��#���
�����������		� 1�

�
����������'�
������

����#�"��"��	�����
1����

Greetings from the President 
  
Greetings to all, 
         It's now June 20th, and it should be peace ful, but at my home I have 
nothing but noise.  My neighbor to my left is blowi ng the dirt off his car 
engines with his gas powered leaf blower, and my ne ighbor to my right is 
having his driveway paved, and the steamroller is h ere. I think I'll go 
shopping. 
        The garden is lush and plants and flowers a re thriving, although the 
last hard rain destroyed many of the flowers that w ere poking their heads 
toward the sun. I'm sure all of you are enjoying th e greens, pinks, reds, 
yellows and the aromas of summer. Let's not think a bout last winter or 
the winter to come, let's just enjoy what we all lo ve best, the sights, 
sounds and smells of summer. I am now smelling spra y paint, as I am 
changing the color of my bistro table and chairs fr om blue to candy apple 
red. 
         See you all on Tuesday, June 28th.  
         Diane 

Mark the Date 
 
June 28—Monthly Meeting—6:30 
        In the garden of Peg and Frank Densing, 59 Liberty Street off Grove,  
Patchogue 
        Everyone please bring a chair and a beverage of your choice. In the case 
of a heavy rain, the meeting will take place as usual at the American Legion 
Hall on Baker Street.   
 
July 9th—Eleventh Annual Garden Tour from 10-3 
        Garden tour tickets are in—$15 presale, $20 day of tour. Contact Paula 
for yours. Tour volunteers are needed!   E-mail Paula with either an a.m. or 
p.m. sitting (murp125@optonline.net).     
�����������������	��
�����	�
���������
��	���
����� ��

���
����
��
�
��
����
���������
	�
����

Garden Gazette June 2011, page one 

June Hostesses 
 

Ruth Szuminskyj 
Kathy McMahon 

Janet Heyer 
Lynn Kane 

 

More on the Garden Tour 
        This year we’ll have a treat—members of the Patchogue 
Sketch Club will be drawing in some of the gardens.  
        A Message from Georgia—Please, summer maintenance 
people, clean up your area as close before July 9th as possi-
ble. Anyone else, feel free to help out as you walk through the 
garden. Pick up trash, pull a weed. :)  Thanks! 
        And, a note from Paula—If you have an item you'd like to 
donate to the garden tour raffle, please let her know. 

June Birthdays 
Bonnie Bossert 
Barbara Gustafson 
Phyllis Mendelson 
June Petruccelli 
 
July Birthdays 
Ronnie Manfredi 
Marita Morello 
Judy Zuck 



Anne Tyler, Ethan Canin, Eu-
dora Welty, Ann Patchett 
 
An accomplishment you are 
proud of— 
Raising funds for the Alzheim-
ers Association to run the Bal-
timore Half Marathon 2 years 
ago. I will be raising funds to 
run this year’s 2011 New York 
City Marathon (26.2 miles on 
November 6th!) for the NYC 
chapter of the Alzheimer's 
Association. (I will have a 
donation page website soon if 
anyone would like to donate.) 
 
An interesting place you’ve 
traveled to or visited— 
London, England, Scotland, 
Wales, Vienna, Budapest, 
Moscow, St. Petersburg, and 
Munich 
 
Your favorite dessert or food— 
Soft shell crabs, pastries, cookies, pies, toast with Dundee ginger 
preserves (that’s why I run!) 
 
A talent you have we may not know about— 
How to properly fold the New York Times if you are riding the 
subway (taught to me by my grandfather) 

Favorite sport (to play/to watch)—                                             
Running – there are no other sports (Am I not correct about this – 
Bert V.?) 
 
A favorite internet site: 
News sites (New York Times, Huffington Post, CNN, MSNBC), 
Gardening (Monrovia.com), for trash (TMZ, Gawker) 
 
What would you do if you won the lottery? 
Move to St. Petersburg, Russia for a year or more (and maybe 
learn more than 2 words of Russian – ‘Nyet’ and ‘Dah’) 
 
Something you keep postponing— 
Getting a Scottish Terrier dog that I have already chosen a name 
for (Harry, after the Scottish entertainer, Sir Harry Lauder, whose 
songs my grandfather used to sing) 
 
An interesting job you’ve had— 
A landscape plan for a cemetery 
 
Education, job experience— 
B.S. in Landscape Architecture, bookstore manager, landscape 
designer 
 
Anything else you’d like us to know about you--- 
I have a fear of driving over bridges. That doesn’t help with living 
on Long Island. But I did go sky diving and loved it. 
 

Get to Know A Fellow Gardener—  
 

Where were you born, and where have you lived? 
Born in the Bronx (1956), moved to Kew Garden Hills (Queens) 
a few months later. First year of college in Geneseo, NY 
(Botany major) then Forest Hills (Queens) ‘till I moved to East 
Patchogue about 15 years ago 
 
Tell us about your family? 
My mother is retired and lives primarily with my sister (and 
family) in Bucks County Pennsylvania, my sister is the Regional 
Manager librarian for the Bucks Co. Free Library, my brother-
in-law is a magazine editor, and my niece just graduated from 
Swarthmore College and will be starting graduate school at 
Georgetown University this fall. 
 
What gave you your first interest in gardening? 
Thalassa Cruso on channel 13 (WNET back in 1966 – 1969) – 
Making Things Grow 
 
Do you have a favorite gardening style? 
I use my garden to ‘test’ shrubs and perennials before I include 
them on landscape plans and installations. If they don’t perform, 
they get trashed or moved, since I will be at the nurseries finding 
replacements in no time. 
 
Outside of gardening, what are some of your interests? 
Going to museums (The Frick, The Neue Gallerie and many 
others), visiting historic homes (so many along the Hudson 
River), reading and running. 
 
A television show you like— 
Doc Martin, Americas Test Kitchen, Masterpiece Mysteries 
 
A book you’d recommend— 
Recommended authors: Elizabeth McCracken, Laurie Colwin, 
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Next Issue: Give and Grab 
        Are you thinning your garden beds? Do you 
have doubles of tools? Any excess equipment or 
plants? Is there a particular plant you are searching 
for, or do you need something for an empty space in 
your garden? 
       Send a description of your requests or what 
you’d like to get rid of to: margaretatkinson@gmail, 
and I’ll put them in a column in the July issue. 
        For instance, I have a gazillion Korean  
Bellflowers I could share. And double gazillion 
Grandpa Otts Morning Glory seeds.          mma 

Richard, running the  
“Great Cow Harbor 10K” 

Cultural Landscape Tours 
Sagtikos Manor 

Free guided tours on June 26th, July 
24th, and August 7th. 
Call (631) 889-1166  

e-mail: SagtikosFMG@verizon.net  
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May Meeting in a Flash—  
 
· The meeting was held in Fantastic Gardens. 
· No one volunteered to host the June garden meet-

ing, (Later the Densings volunteered their home gar-
den.) 

· Arlene told about Cultural Landscape Tours at     
Sagtikos Manor at 12:30 p.m. These are free guided 
tours on 6/26, 7/24, and 8/7 

· Also on 6/12 there is a private tour 
of the Walled Garden at Sagtikos 
Manor—$10/$8 for seniors. 

· Due to lack of time, we will not par-
ticipate in the Memorial Day Pa-
rade. 

· Karen Ferb mentioned the 
Moriches Bay Garden Club Lunch-
eon to be held July 21st. 

· Carolyn Savistano asked whether 
anyone was interested in having a 
picnic in August at Heckshire State 
Park. 

Fantastic Gardens 
From top to bottom, left 
to right:  
Cactus area; Peg and 
Frank Densing; Georgia 
and John Dulmovits with 
Frank Densing; Jack 
Heyer and Arlene Lam-
berti; Marie Magnano, 
Arlene Lamberti, June 
Petruccelli, and Carla Bu-
chanan-Steward; Susan 
Toplitz, painting; June 
Petruccelli and Janet 
Heyer looking at the water 
plants, and owner, Dave 
Tifford with Frank Levan-
tini. 



What’s in the News? 
1. Better Homes and Gardens online: 
        “They may have been planted with good intentions, but 

many exotic species grow like, well, weeds. 
Some of the worst offenders: 
tree-of-heaven, multiflora 
rose, garlic mustard, Japa-
nese honeysuckle, spotted 
knapweed, and purple loose-
strife. These garden bullies 
spread rampantly because 
they’re extremely adaptable 

and have few natural enemies, such as in-
sects and  disease to keep them in check.” 
         Go here to see what to avoid in our Northeast area: 
http://www.bhg.com/gardening/gardening-by-region/regional-
gardening/invasive-plants-by-region/?ordersrc=rdbhg1101345 
 
        Many of these problem plants are weed-like, but But-
terfly Bush and Sweat Pea are lovely flowers. I was sur-
prised to hear that they shouldn’t be planted in our area. 
 
2. Audubonmagazine.org 
        “Here are some tried-and-true 
tips for ridding your garden of 10 of 
the most common invading insects. 
And you won’t need to resort to 
chemical combat”   

http://www.audubonmagazine.org/audubonliving/audubonliving1105.
html 
 
3. Suffolk and Nassau Counties passed a “do-not-sell list,” 
stopping the sale of 63 invasive plant species. For more 
info: 
http://suffolkcountyny.gov/Home/departments/CountyExec/Consumer
affairs/Invasive%20Plant.aspx 
 
4. Seed Banks 
http://www.alternet.org/story/151087/how_seed_banks%2C_vaults_a
nd_exchanges_are_saving_our_food_from_disaster?akid=7039.1147
83._-qwV8&rd=1&t=27 
 
         During the Nazi siege of Leningrad, a group of scien-
tists at the world's oldest seed bank voluntarily starved to 
death rather than eat the wheat, potatoes, nuts and other 
seeds being stored at Leningrad's Vavilov Research Insti-
tute of Plant Industry. At the same time, courtesy of Stalin, 
the institute's founding visionary Nikolay Vavilov was starv-
ing to death in a Siberian prison -- but not before he'd gath-
ered more than 50,000 samples from 40 different countries 
for his institute's collection.                                 
 Today the Russian government is attempting to sell 
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Vavilov's land to private developers. The 
seeds can be moved, but not so easily 
transported are 
the hundreds 
of varieties of 
rare fruit trees 
planted in the 
institute's his-
toric orchards. 

http://e360.yale.edu/mobile/feature.msp?id=2320 

Spotted knapweed 

Perennial sweet pea 

Questions? 
Go to one of these online sites 
for discussion and/or answers 
from experts. 
 
Blossomswap.com 
Discussion Forums. 
 
Davisgarden.com 
Discussion Forum—a comprehen-
sive forum and database. 
 
Gardenweb.com 
Discussion Boards. Go to the 
“forums” sections for specific instruc-
tion. 
 
LawnCafe 
Discussion Board with a wide variety 
of topics. 
http://www.lawnprocafe.com/
forum.php 
 
Organichomesteadinggardening 
Yahoo! Group. 
http://dir.groups.yahoo.com/
dir/1600041947 
 
Over the Garden Gate (UK) 
Forum and Chat Room. 
 
Square Foot Gardening 
Message Board 
http:www.squarefootgardening.com/ 
 
WasteNothing 
Yahoo! Group 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
WasteNothing/ 
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“Come grow with us” 

Founded 1996 

Heaven is beneath our feet as well as over our heads ...Henry David Thoreau 

Timely Tips for the Garden in July 
 

· For continued flowering, pick faded blooms from 
snapdragons, phlox, delphinium, etc. 
· Propagation f many shrubs is still possible by soft-
wood cuttings in a cold frame. 
· Thoroughly water trees, shrubs, grass flowers and 
vegetables during dry spells.  
· Apply a summer mulch to the rose bed. 
· Prune and shape any narrow-leaved evergreens  
before July 15th. 
· Last chance to pinch outdoor chrysanthemums 
· Sow seed of perennials such as campanula,  
delphinium, dianthus, primula, sweet William, etc.  
· Take poinsettia cuttings now for Christmas bloom. 


